
Help your Child Through Year 10

Overview of the Evening

Overview of the Evening:

1. Welcome & Motivated to Strive Mrs Helen Jones (Headteacher)
2. The Golden Standard & My Child’s Achievement Dr Dale Duddridge (Deputy Headteacher)
3. The Magic of the Smith Proforma Ms Andrea Matthews (Assistant Headteacher)
4. The Importance of Being in School Mrs Helen Jones (Headteacher)
5. English Language: Preparing for Coursework & The Exam Dr Dale Duddridge (Deputy Headteacher)
6. Mathematics & Numeracy: Preparing for The Exam Mrs Helen Jones (Headteacher)
7. The Challenge Certificate (Welsh Baccalaureate) Mrs Kim Anthony (Head of Challenge 

Curriculum/WBQ)
8. Show My Homework and Revision Techniques Ms Andrea Matthews (Assistant Headteacher)
9. Questions and Answers The Panel
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Headteacher’s Welcome

HEADS OF HOUSES EMAIL ADDRESSES

Cadrawd Miss Anne-Marie Tucker
atucker@maestegcs.bridgend.sch.uk

Cynwyd Ms Carley Hughes
chughes@maestegcs.bridgend.sch.uk

Daren Mrs Lisa Ward
lward@maestegcs.bridgend.sch.uk

Llynfi Mrs Tracey Chown (until Dec)
tchown@maestegcs.bridgend.sch.uk

Please use our website and join our 
Twitter account for updates on all aspects 
of School Life, but particularly notices 
regarding Year 10

mailto:atucker@maestegcs.bridgend.sch.uk
mailto:chughes@maestegcs.bridgend.sch.uk
mailto:lward@maestegcs.bridgend.sch.uk
mailto:tchown@maestegcs.bridgend.sch.uk
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The Golden Standard

The Golden Standard:
Getting an A* - C grade in :
English Language
Mathematics or Numeracy
3 other Subjects

Our tracking is based 
on how confident 
teachers are that 
students will leave 
with this combination

All Year 10 students will be sitting the following exams at the end of Year 10 (dates are on the back of your Interim 
Report):
• English Language
• Mathematics
• Numeracy



GCSE Target Grade: This is your child’s STRIVE target, which is 
calculated on the basis that your son or daughter will make 4 
levels of progress from their End-of-Key-Stage-2 levels. It is 
aspirational and, if achieved, allows your child to compete with 
the best

Teacher Predicted Grade: If your child continues to learn and 
achieve at the same rate as they currently are, this is the grade 
which his or her teachers believes they will achieve at the end of 
the course. It is a prediction of future performance!

STRIVE Effort Level: This describes the effort level which your 
child is working at in each subject. It is worth looking at 
alongside the Target Grade and Predicted Grade as can often 
explain the two

Attendance: It should be 95% at least to give the child the best 
chance of gaining good grades
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The Meaning of PLCs

SECURE (GREEN): Your son / daughter is ‘Secure’ 
when they can apply their understanding 

consistently and frequently.

BOOST (AMBER):  Your son / daughter requires 
‘Boosting’ when they can apply their 

understanding with support.

SUPPORT (RED): Your son / daughter is currently 
unable to demonstrate an understanding. 

Intense Revision Required

SMITH PRO FORMA
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The Meaning of PLCs

Using Smith Pro Formas at home to support 
your child 

 Revision Tool
 Focus on Red and Amber areas
 30 minute “Short Bursts” of revision
 Re-visit 
 Revision Timetable
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The Importance of Being in School

80% attendance = 
40 days off

90% attendance = 
20 days off
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The Importance of Being in School

You get your child to us . . . 

. . . And we’ll do the rest



How to help your child 

through GCSE English  

Language 

Before we begin, spend 5 minutes looking over the examples of the English 

Language paper we have provided. You can take these away with you. You 

might want to even attempt some of the questions!

All Year 10s will have their first attempt at gaining their English Language 

GCSE at the end of Year 10 (dates are on your Interim Report Letter)



English has changed . . . A lot!!!

One Tier paper

Much more demands made on the amount of 
texts students have to read

Non-Fiction, non-fiction – and then more non-
fiction

Range of questions

Some questions need a response to non-
continuous texts (i.e. ones with graphs and figures)

 Importance of Editing and Proof-Reading



Unit 1 – Speaking and 

Listening - 20% of GCSE

Internally assessed tasks, moderated by 

an external examiner: 

• Individual presentation

• Group discussion and debate

Unit 2 & 3: External 

Exams

Unit 2 - 40%  

Narrative, Description & Exposition 

Tuesday 6th June am

Unit 3 - 40% 

Argumentation, Persuasion & Instructional 

Monday 12th June am



Individual

Feedback

Section A 

(Reading)

Click to add text
Click to add text



Individual

Feedback

Section B 

(Writing)



How pupils can be helped at home

• Listen to them read

• Get them to subscribe to a magazine on an area they enjoy. Get them reading non-

fiction

• Check their written work for accuracy
• Ask to see their exercise book and follow up comments from their teacher 

• Log in to ‘Show my homework' to check tasks set by their teacher

• Use WJEC revision book for extra guidance

WJEC GCSE English Language Student Book       My Revision Notes: WJEC GCSE English Language 



Please contact the Head of Faculty, Ms Kellie 

Turner, with any queries:

kturner@maestegcs.bridgend.sch.uk



MATHEMATICS
&

NUMERACY



3 TIERS: HIGHER, 
INTERMEDIATE, 

FOUNDATION
INTERMEDIATE CANDIDATES 

CAN NOW GET A B GRADE  



STUDENTS NEED TO BE 
USING THEIR SMITH 

PROFORMA AND REVISION 
GUIDES TO GO OVER 
INDIVIDUAL TOPICS.



SMITH PROFORMA

An Individual list for 

improvement for each 

pupil.

General topics gone over 

in class.

Individual topics for 

pupils to work on 

independently with 

revision guide.

SMITH Proforma are 

available to take away 

tonight.





Some Tips With Maths Support . . . 

Students often have problems recalling topics which they have not been covering 

immediately in class or with revision. Make sure that they are building in time to 

revise these areas and check that their understanding is still secure (e.g. for each 

revision slot, spend 10 minutes ‘re-testing’ a previous area

Your child needs to secure their red areas. Please remind them to focus on these, 

using all the resources to help. Take one at a time – and make that the sole focus 

for revision and practice.



Intro to Welsh Bacc

1. Why Welsh Bacc?

2. What is Welsh Bacc?

3. How is Welsh Bacc graded?

4. How can you help?

Intro to Welsh Bacc



• Literacy

• Numeracy

• Digital Literacy

• Creativity & Innovation

• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving

• Planning and Organisation

• Personal Effectiveness

Why Welsh Bacc? Welsh Bacc gives students the skills for their 
next steps- employment and University



What is Welsh Bacc? The Welsh Bacc is worth a GCSE and there is 
no exam

• Individual Project

• 3 Challenges

• Autumn term Y10: Global Challenge

• High end make up – is it worth it?

• Why did Pokemon Go become the most 
popular game of the summer

• Is racism in sport a problem and what 
can be done about it?



• No longer Pass/ Fail

• Graded A*-C or Pass/ Pass* 

• There is no exam

How is Welsh Bacc graded?



• Ensure full attendance next Friday

• Encourage Positivity. Remind students 
that:

- Welsh Bacc is worth a GCSE

- Welsh Bacc has no exam

- Welsh Bacc is compulsory across Wales, 
just like Maths and English.

- Welsh Bacc is important for ALL students. 

How can you help?



www.showmyhomework.co.uk
The world's No. 1 online homework solution

Show My Homework
For teachers, Students and Parents.

[Maesteg School]
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www.showmyhomework.co.uk
The world's No. 1 online homework solution

What is Show My Homework?
A simple online homework calendar showing homework information, 

deadlines and attachments for students.

From  all homework will be 

displayed online, using 

Show My Homework.

Increased student engagement

90%

Homework setting consistency

100%

Time saved tracking and monitoring homework

95%

Customer support satisfaction

95%

30
Sept
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www.showmyhomework.co.uk
The world's No. 1 online homework solution

Benefits for parents

Visibility

You can see exactly how 

much homework has been 

set.

It’s much easier to take 

part in home learning.

Interaction

Translation into 50+ 

languages.

Accessibility

Better communication through 

school announcements.

Communication

See how Show My Homework can benefit you
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www.showmyhomework.co.uk
The world's No. 1 online homework solution

Multiple children
If you have more than one child at the school, they will appear on the same page.

From here you 

can find their 

Homework; 

Announcements 

and Events that 

apply to them; 

and their 

Gradebook.
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www.showmyhomework.co.uk
The world's No. 1 online homework solution

Homework calendar
Homework appears in the calendar as a block, stretching from the issue date to the due date.

Select a piece of 

homework for 

more details.

Assignment

Differentiated

Class test

Numeracy test

Spelling test

Quiz

Homework types
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www.showmyhomework.co.uk
The world's No. 1 online homework solution

Homework description
In this view we can see a task’s title and description, set and due dates and how it should be submitted.

Helpful resources 

– files & websites 

– are displayed 

below the 

homework. 
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www.showmyhomework.co.uk
The world's No. 1 online homework solution

Notifications
In Settings, you can manage Notifications. 

Make sure to download the 

Show My Homework App, for 

iPhone, iPad, iPod Touch 

and Android Devices.

Inside your packs
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www.showmyhomework.co.uk
The world's No. 1 online homework solution

Revision Tips

• What distracts you at home?

• How can you manage your distractions?

• Discuss relaxation / rest time

Managing your Distractions

• Revision Timetable

• Revision Skills – MADE training 2nd Feb

• Create notes – make them visual – get organised

• Ask parents / guardians to test you
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•Overview of the Evening

Questions and Answers

Whole Panel


